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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 
Claims 1-14 are pending in this application. Claims 1, 9 and 1 1 are independent. Claims 
f 1-3, 9 and 1 1 are amended. 

In section 1 on page 2, the Office Action objects to Figures 1 and 2 because they lack a 
legend such as "Prior Art." It is submitted that, although that which is shown in Figures 1 and 2 
? : is described as "Background" in the application, there is no admission that Figures 1 and 2 

• 4 

l portray "prior art" under 35 U-S.C. §102. Rather, Applicant believes that the subject matter 

described in the specification as "background" and referred to in the Office Action as "prior art" 
is not prior art pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §102. See, e.g., M.P.E.P. §§2132 at II. and 2133.03(d). 
Therefore, Applicant requests that the objection to the drawings be withdrawn. 

In section 2 on pages 2-3, the Office Action objects to claims 2 and 3 for the specified 
. { reasons. Claims 2 and 3 are amended as suggested by the Office Action. For at least this reason, 

it is respectfully requested that the objection to claims 2 and 3 be withdrawn. 

\ In section 4 on pages 3-8, the Office Action rejects claims 1-3 and 9-14 under 35 U.S.C 

i ■ ■ 

§102(e) as allegedly being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 7,093,160 to Lau et al. (hereinafter 

"Lau"). This rejection is respectfully traversed for at least the following reasons. 

I .' Claim I recites, "redundant routing processor modules, each redundant routing processor 

■ o 

i module including a primary control processor, a run time control processor, a message processor 

and a distributed layer processor." Claim 1 further recites functions performed by the above- 
quoted elements according to various combinations recited therein. Claims 9 and 1 1 contain 

*• 

i similar recitations. 

i ■ 
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It is respectfully submitted that Lau does not disclose, teach or suggest a primary control 
processor, a iun time control processor, a message processor and a distributed layer processor, 
according to the combinations recited in claims 1, 9 and 11. 

Claims 2, 3, 10 and 1244 are allowable based at least on their dependence from claims 1, 
9 and 1 1 , respectively, for at least the reasons stated above in connection with claims 1, 9 and 11. 

For at least the foregoing reasons, it is respectfully requested that the rejection of claims 
1-3 and 9-14 as allegedly being anticipated by Lau be withdrawn. 

In section 6 on pages 8-9, the Office Action rejects claims 4-8 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as 
allegedly being unpatentable over Lau. This rejection is respectfully traversed for at least the 
following reasons* 

Claims 4-8 are allowable based at least on their dependence from claim 1 for the reasons 
stated above in connection with the rejection of claim 1 . 

For at least the foregoing reasons, it is respectfully requested that the rejection of claims 
4-8 as allegedly being unpatentable over Lau be withdrawn. 

CONCLUSION 

While we believe that the instant amendment places the application in condition for 
allowance, should the Examiner have any further comments or suggestions, it is respectfully 
requested that the Examiner telephone the undersigned attorney in order to expeditiously resolve 
any outstanding issues. 
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